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Mr. Kuehner served as an Assistant Butler County
Attorney for approximately 1 year.

The eleventh county spotlight is on Butler County.
Buena Vista “was named in honor of General
William Orlando Butler (1791-1880), a Kentucky
statesman, officer in the Mexican War, and
unsuccessful Democratic candidate for Vice
President in 1848”. 1 Like other counties, the
county seat for Butler County was hotly contested
and changed locations from Clarksville to Butler
Center, before Allison became the current county
seat. 2 The town of Allison is located at the
intersection of Highways 14 and 3. Allison was
named after United States Senator William B.
Allison who was “a delegate to the 1860
convention in Chicago that nominated Abraham
Lincoln for President.” 3 According to the 2020
census, Butler County has a population of
14,334. 4
“Butler County is the only county in Iowa that
does not have any stop lights, four-lane roads (US
Highway or interstate), a hospital, or a movie
theatre.” 5 Butler County also does not have any
“national fast-food chains” located within its
boundaries. 6

Mr. Kuehner graduated from the University of
Northern Iowa with a degree in Public
Administration and then attended Drake Law
School. While at Drake, Mr. Kuehner also
obtained a master’s degree in Public
Administration. While attending Drake Law
School, Mr. Kuehner interned at the Tama County
Attorney’s Office. After graduating law school,
Mr. Kuehner worked in private practice and was
an Assistant Floyd County Attorney for a while.
While in private practice, Mr. Kuehner
successfully argued in front of the Iowa Supreme
Court that the trial court’s failure to disclose the
35% surcharge required the defendant's conviction
to be overturned.
Besides practicing law, Mr. Kuehner is also active
in Boy Scouts and the local Community Theater.
Most recently, Mr. Kuehner played 13 different
roles in the production of Leaving Iowa at the
Waterloo Community Playhouse.

David Kuehner is the Butler County Attorney.
Mr. Kuehner is a part-time county attorney and
there are no assistant county attorneys in the
office. Mr. Kuehner has been the Butler County
Attorney for less than a year (started January 1,
2021). Mr. Kuehner also provides help when
needed at the Franklin County Attorney’s Office.
Prior to becoming the Butler County Attorney,

cont. on page 2

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
1

County Spotlight – Butler County

2

2021 Drugs, Alcohol & Impaired Driving
(DAID) Conference

3

The Time to Reorder the Criminal Law
Handbook is HERE

4

https://butlercounty.iowa.gov/about
2
https://butlercounty.iowa.gov/about
3
https://butlercounty.iowa.gov/about
1

Medical Cannabidiol

Recent Unpublished Decisions Arranged by
County

4

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/butlercountyiowa,IA/PS
T045219
5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Butler_County,_Iowa
6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Butler_County,_Iowa
HSL Update 1

County Spotlight cont.
Butler County has 7 local law enforcement agencies: Parkersburg, Aplington, and Clarksville Police
Departments, the Iowa DOT, Iowa DNR, and Iowa State Patrol, and the Butler County Sheriff’s Office. In
2019, there were 795 traffic convictions 7 and 29 OWI convictions in Buena Vista County according to
Division of Criminal & Juvenile Justice Planning. 8

2021 Drugs, Alcohol & Impaired Driving (DAID) Conference
Thanks to State DRE Coordinator Todd Olmstead and the Iowa Governor’s Traffic Safety Bureau, I was
able to attend this year’s DAID Conference. I was able to meet, network, and learn from TSRPs and DREs
from across the country. I attended multiple breakout sessions throughout the three-day Conference. Topics
included, officer safety, DREs in the courtroom, Commercial Motor Vehicle Enforcement, a discussion on
Green Labs, DRE Reconstruction, and many more.
During one session, the presenter discussed a driver’s symptoms when they used methamphetamine. The
presenter explained that the upside effects are the opposite of the downside effects of methamphetamine use.
When an individual is experiencing the upside effects, you would expect to observe: pupil dilation; increased
heart rate and blood pressure; dry mouth; and inability to sleep. Whereas, if the individual is experiencing
the downside effects of methamphetamine, signs could include: extreme sleepiness; constricted pupils; and
lowered heart rate and blood pressure. Therefore, a methamphetamine user is impaired and should not be
“Convictions include all charges resulting in a conviction, including deferred judgments. Cases involving multiple charges may also involve multiple
convictions, and each of those individual convictions are included in the results. Local ordinances are not included.”
(https://disposedcharges.iowa.gov/asp/glossary.asp)
8
https://disposedcharges.iowa.gov/
7
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driving regardless of whether they are experiencing the upside or downside effects. As with all impaired
driving cases, officers should document all the individual’s behaviors (e.g., driving behavior, SFST
performance, etc.).
The Conference also discussed the benefit of using a DRE when it comes to impaired driving enforcement.
A DRE’s job is not to identify every drug in a person’s system, only the drugs that currently impairing the
person. It is also important to relate to a jury that a medical degree is not needed to administer the 12 DRE
Step Exam. For example, a DRE will take the suspect’s pulse, which does not require any type of medical
degree. In fact, numerous athletes will take the pulse during their workout and we would not think twice if a
parent held a child home from school because they took their child’s temperature and discovered the child
had a fever. These are just a couple examples that prosecutors and DREs can use with the jury to explain
how easy it is for them to administer the DRE exam and then relate it to what category of drug(s) the person
used. A DRE does not administer the DRE exam to make a medical diagnosis, it is to recognize the signs
and symptoms consistent with drug use. Finally, not every suspect is going to show all the signs in a given
category, which is why the DRE looks at the totality of the circumstances when determining what, if
anything, is impairing the driver.

Medical Cannabidiol
Drugs, even prescription drugs, can impair drivers. Since medical cannabidiol was signed into law in 2017,
there have been a lot of questions regarding the medical cannabidiol program. Thankfully, the Iowa
Department of Public Health and Chief Owen Parker have put together and shared helpful document: Iowa’s
Medical Cannabidiol Program: What Law Enforcement Needs to Know. The document is located at the end
of this newsletter and will hopefully help answer any questions you may have. If you do have any further
questions, please contact “the Bureau of Medical Cannabidiol can be reached by phone at 515-725-2076, or
email at medical.cannabidiol@idph.iowa.gov.” 9 You can also find more information on their website at:
https://idph.iowa.gov/omc/For-Law-Enforcement-and-Public-Safety. 10 Thank you again to the Iowa
Department of Public Health and Chief Parker for this resource.

The Time to Reorder the Criminal Law Handbook is HERE
The newest edition of the Criminal Law Handbook, which contains the most recent versions of the OWI and
Traffic Offenses in Iowa manual and the Iowa Charging Manual, will be released around September 2021.

9

Iowa’s Medical Cannabidiol Program: What Law Enforcement Needs to Know
https://idph.iowa.gov/omc/For-Law-Enforcement-and-Public-Safety

10
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The manual uses software that makes outdated editions inaccessible, and therefore readers must re-order a
new copy of the Criminal Law Handbook every six months.
Order forms for the Criminal Law Handbook will be sent to all county attorneys soon. If you have not
received an order form, please contact Cindy Glick at Cindy.Glick@ag.iowa.gov and request an order form
to keep your copy up to date and working.

(Recent Unpublished Decisions Arranged by County)
RECENT UNPUBLISHED DECISIONS INVOLVING ALCOHOL AND TRAFFIC SAFETY
Citation of unpublished cases is governed by I.R.App.Pro. 6.904(2)(c), which provides that unpublished opinions do not constitute binding authority and
requires that when citing an unpublished opinion, a party include an electronic citation where the opinion can be readily accessed on-line. (Note: all
opinions may be accessed online in the Archives section of Opinions of the Iowa Court of Appeals or Supreme Court, at https://www.iowacourts.gov/).

Black Hawk County State v. Cassandra Greenway, No. 19-1555 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed August 4,
2021). The defendant was convicted of theft in the second degree. The defendant then filed an appeal
alleging ineffective assistance of counsel. Held, pursuant to Iowa Code section 814.7, a defendant may not
claim ineffective assistance of counsel on direct appeal.
Crawford County State v. Zachary Daniel Vennink, No. 20-1629 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed August 4,
2021). Failure to inform the defendant in his written guilty plea that he would lose his right to appeal if he
did not file a motion in arrest of judgment does “not substantially comply with rule 2.8(2)(d)” and is good
cause to appeal a guilty plea under Iowa Code section 814.6.
Crawford County State v. Zachary Daniel Vennink, No. 20-1629 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed August 4,
2021). Sufficient evidence the defendant “intended to permanently deprive the owner of the ATV.”
The defendant: asked a friend to help hide the ATV; admitted to taking the ATV; later lied that he was the
owner of the ATV; and admitted in his written guilty plea to he intended to deprive the owner.
Dallas County State v. Lisa Marie Denzin, No. 20-1127 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed August 18, 2021).
Sufficient “reasonable suspicion to request a preliminary breath test” (PBT). The defendant: was the
only person in the vehicle; seat belted in the driver’s seat; believed she was on a different road; an empty
container of alcohol in vehicle; an open container of alcohol in vehicle; the vehicle was out of gas; the
vehicle had a push button start; and dash lights were on.
Dallas County State v. Lisa Marie Denzin, No. 20-1127 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed August 18, 2021).
Sufficient evidence of operation to sustain the conviction. The defendant: was the only person in the
vehicle; seat belted in the driver’s seat; believed she was on a different road; an empty container of alcohol
in vehicle; an open container of alcohol in vehicle; the vehicle was out of gas; the vehicle had a push button
start; and dash lights were on.
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RECENT UNPUBLISHED DECISIONS INVOLVING ALCOHOL AND TRAFFIC SAFETY
Citation of unpublished cases is governed by I.R.App.Pro. 6.904(2)(c), which provides that unpublished opinions do not constitute binding authority and
requires that when citing an unpublished opinion, a party include an electronic citation where the opinion can be readily accessed on-line. (Note: all
opinions may be accessed online in the Archives section of Opinions of the Iowa Court of Appeals or Supreme Court, at https://www.iowacourts.gov/).

Dubuque County State v. Austine Thomas, No. 19-2087 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed August 4, 2021). No
“good cause” shown to allow an appeal of the guilty plea. The defendant “pled guilty to eluding,
interference with official acts, reckless driving, driving on the wrong side of a two-way highway, and failure
to obey a traffic control device—none of which are class ‘A’ felonies.” The defendant appealed arguing he
received ineffective assistance of counsel because there was no factual basis for his guilty plea. Held, the
defendant failed to establish good cause pursuant to Iowa Code section 814.6 to appeal his guilty plea.
Dubuque County State v. Austine Thomas, No. 19-2087 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed August 4, 2021).
Pursuant to Iowa Code section 814.7, a defendant may not claim ineffective assistance of counsel on
direct appeal. The defendant “pled guilty to eluding, interference with official acts, reckless driving,
driving on the wrong side of a two-way highway, and failure to obey a traffic control device—none of which
are class ‘A’ felonies.” The defendant appealed arguing he received ineffective assistance of counsel
because there was no factual basis for his guilty plea. Held, a defendant may not claim ineffective assistance
of counsel on direct appeal.
Fayette County State v. Justin Pattison, No. 19-2152 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed July 21, 2021). A
Court’s failure under Iowa Rule of Criminal Procedure 2.8(2) to advise the defendant that he must challenge
his guilty plea with a motion in arrest of judgment or he would be precluded from appealing his guilty plea if
he does not file a motion in arrest of judgment under Iowa Rule of Criminal Procedure 2.24(3)(a) is good
cause to appeal his guilty plea under Iowa Code section 814.6.
Fayette County State v. Justin Pattison, No. 19-2152 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed July 21, 2021). A
Court’s failure to advise the defendant of all surcharges during a guilty plea requires automatic reversal. See
Iowa Rule of Criminal Procedure 2.8(2)(b)(2); State v. Weitzel, 905 N.W.2d 397 (Iowa 2017).
Fayette County State v. Justin Pattison, No. 19-2152 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed July 21, 2021). Court
failed to advise the defendant regarding there may be federal immigration consequences as a result of his
guilty plea; plea vacated and remanded. See Iowa Rule of Criminal Procedure 2.8(2)(b)(3); State v. Weitzel,
905 N.W.2d 397 408 (Iowa 2017).
Fayette County State v. Justin Pattison, No. 19-2152 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed July 21, 2021). Court
failed to conduct a proper colloquy regarding the defendant’s habitual offender status; plea vacated and
remanded. See State v. Weitzel, 905 N.W.2d 397 408 (Iowa 2017).
Jasper County State v. Mitchell Alan Khan, No. 20-0869 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed August 18, 2021).
45-day speedy indictment started upon the defendant’s arrest and release on bond for OWI 1st, despite
not seeing a magistrate that day and not waiving the preliminary until 10 days after the arrest;
compare to State v. Williams, 895 N.W.2d 856 (Iowa 2017). The defendant was arrested and transported
to the jail on November 22, 2019 for OWI 1st. The defendant immediately bonded out, prior to seeing the
magistrate on the charge. The defendant filed a waiver of preliminary hearing on December 2, 2019. The
State then filed the trial information on January 7, 2020, within 45 days of the wavier of preliminary hearing,
but more than 45 days from the November 22, 2019 day of arrest. The defendant appealed the denial of his
motion to dismiss arguing the State did not timely file the trial information under Iowa Rule of Criminal
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RECENT UNPUBLISHED DECISIONS INVOLVING ALCOHOL AND TRAFFIC SAFETY
Citation of unpublished cases is governed by I.R.App.Pro. 6.904(2)(c), which provides that unpublished opinions do not constitute binding authority and
requires that when citing an unpublished opinion, a party include an electronic citation where the opinion can be readily accessed on-line. (Note: all
opinions may be accessed online in the Archives section of Opinions of the Iowa Court of Appeals or Supreme Court, at https://www.iowacourts.gov/).

Procedure 2.33(2)(a). Held, the November 22, 2019 arrest date started the speedy indictment clock (i.e., the
45 days to file a trial information started) pursuant to Iowa Code sections 804.5 and 804.14(1); “Khan was
required to submit to custody, advised he was being arrested, told the reason for the arrest, and so on.”
Compare to State v. Williams, 895 N.W.2d 856 (Iowa 2017) (Speedy indictment rule commences upon
arrest only when arrest is completed by making an initial appearance). Also note that Khan is an
unpublished Iowa Court of Appeals decision and “shall not constitute controlling legal authority” pursuant to
Iowa Rule of Appellate Procedure 6.904(2)(c).
Johnson County State v. Lindsey Marie Perry, No. 19-1844 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed September 1,
2021). The defendant failed to file a motion in arrest of judgement after pleading guilty and failed to
establish “good cause” to appeal his guilty plea under Iowa Code section 814.6. See State v. Treptow, 960
N.W.2d 98, 109 (Iowa 2021).
Johnson County State v. Lindsey Marie Perry, No. 19-1844 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed September 1,
2021). Pursuant to Iowa Code section 814.7, the defendant cannot claim ineffective assistant of counsel on
direct appeal. See State v. Treptow, 960 N.W.2d 98, 109 (Iowa 2021).
Jones County State v. Skylar Shae Edwards, No. 20-0754 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed August 4, 2021).
Odor of marijuana is reasonable suspicion to extend the stop. The defendant was stopped for not having
any license plates. As the deputy got near the back of the vehicle, he first observed the registration sticker in
the back window. The driver had lowered the window by the time the deputy got to it and when he started
talking to the defendant, he noticed an odor of marijuana. The deputy asked for the bill of sale and consent
to search, which was granted. During the search, the defendant found drug paraphernalia. The defendant
moved to suppress, arguing the deputy illegally extended the stop. Held, the deputy developed reasonable
suspicion of other wrongdoing (odor of marijuana) and did not unlawfully extend the traffic stop.
Mahaska County Aaron Lance Sams v. State, No. 20-0446 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed July 21, 2021).
Trial counsel was not constitutionally defective: “[c]ounsel diligently cross-examined the arresting
officer” and defendant “chose not to testify after conferring with counsel.”
Mahaska County State v. Dawn Loryne Chambers, No. 20-1511 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed September 1,
2021). The deputies did not need to advise the defendant of her Miranda rights at the scene of the
accident because she was not in custody until she was handcuffed. The Court looked at the four factors
cited in State v. Ortiz, 766 N.W.2d 244, 251-252 (Iowa 2009) (“(1) the language used to summon the
individual; (2) the purpose, place, and manner of interrogation; (3) the extent to which the defendant is
confronted with evidence of guilt; and (4) whether the defendant is free to leave the place of questioning.”
(citing State v. Miranda, 672 N.W.2d 753, 759 (Iowa 2003)). Law enforcement did not summon the
defendant; the defendant was questioned roadside and to determine how the crash happened and if she was
impaired; law enforcement did not use confrontational questions; and there was reasonable suspicion to
detain the defendant for an investigation.
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RECENT UNPUBLISHED DECISIONS INVOLVING ALCOHOL AND TRAFFIC SAFETY
Citation of unpublished cases is governed by I.R.App.Pro. 6.904(2)(c), which provides that unpublished opinions do not constitute binding authority and
requires that when citing an unpublished opinion, a party include an electronic citation where the opinion can be readily accessed on-line. (Note: all
opinions may be accessed online in the Archives section of Opinions of the Iowa Court of Appeals or Supreme Court, at https://www.iowacourts.gov/).

Mahaska County State v. Dawn Loryne Chambers, No. 20-1511 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed September 1,
2021). The defendant’s statement about giving blood for drug testing after providing a chemical
breath test was a proper request for an independent test. The defendant’s statement to the deputy she
would provide a blood sample when the deputy requested a breath sample, via search warrant, did not
implicate an independent test under Iowa Code section 321J.11. However, the defendant’s statement about
giving blood for drug testing after providing a chemical breath test did was an independent test request
under Iowa Code section 321J.11. The Court noted that the defendant’s “earlier request for a blood test did
not reference drug usage.”
Mahaska County State v. Dawn Loryne Chambers, No. 20-1511 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed September 1,
2021). Substantial evidence the defendant was intoxicated while operating a motor vehicle and “[a]ny
violation of Chamber’s rights under 321J.11 was harmless error.”
Mahaska County State v. Dawn Loryne Chambers, No. 20-1511 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed September 1,
2021). The defendant’s statement “Can my dad come get me or my boyfriend come get me tonight?” after
providing a chemical breath test did not violate 804.20. Compare to State v. Lopez Gonzalez, No. 19-0081,
2020 WL 1054051 (Iowa Ct. App. Mar. 4, 2020) (The defendant's question ("My wife, she gonna come?")
just prior to entering the jail required the trooper to advise him regarding his 804.20 rights). The Court
examined the context of the statement and determined the defendant was only asking for a ride home.
Mahaska County State v. Dawn Loryne Chambers, No. 20-1511 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed September 1,
2021). A mistake on the return warrant (deputy indicated he collected a blood sample when he really
obtained a chemical breath test) does not require the “suppression of evidence obtained via [the] search
warrant[.]”
Polk County State v. Ricardo Lycrgus Perry, No. 20-1101 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed July 21, 2021).
Referencing unproven or not admitted facts during sentencing requires resentencing before a new judge.
Polk County State v. Robert Ritchie, No. 20-1181 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed July 21, 2021). Defendant
failed to adequately show the sentencing court denied his right to allocution.
Polk County State v. Robert Ritchie, No. 20-1181 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed July 21, 2021). Sentencing
court failed to order the defendant to comply with the substance abuse recommendation as required under
Iowa Code section 321J.3(1)(a), case remanded for a corrected sentencing order.
Polk County State v. Robert Ritchie, No. 20-1181 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed July 21, 2021). The court
did not abuse its discretion in sentencing the defendant to prison during the COVID-10 pandemic even
though the defendant had a health risk (asthma).
Polk County State v. Robert Eugene Mason, No. 20-0131 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed September 1, 2021).
Pursuant to Iowa Code section 814.7, the defendant cannot claim ineffective assistant of counsel on direct
appeal.
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Citation of unpublished cases is governed by I.R.App.Pro. 6.904(2)(c), which provides that unpublished opinions do not constitute binding authority and
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Polk County State v. Robert Eugene Mason, No. 20-0131 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed September 1, 2021).
No abuse in discretion in sentencing the defendant to prison on an OWI 3rd, even though he was a veteran
and seventy-six years old.
Polk County State v. Briana Nicole Jenkins, No. 20-1602 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed September 1, 2021).
No abuse in discretion in revoking the defendant’s deferred judgement and sentencing her to prison for
multiple probation and protective order violations.
Scott County State v. Anthony Brian Nicholson, No. 19-1376 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed July 21, 2021).
Sufficient evidence of actual possession of marijuana in the center console of the vehicle: officer found
the defendant in the vehicle exhibiting signs of drug impairment (sweating, watery and bloodshot eyes);
fresh odor of marijuana in the vehicle; marijuana roach discovered in the center console; and defendant
confessed to having “smoked marijuana in the vehicle.”
Scott County State v. Wade Cortez Jones, No. 20-0117 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed August 18, 2021).
Iowa Code section 814.6 does not preclude a direct appeal of the sentence imposed after a guilty plea. See
State v. Damme, 944 N.W.2d 98 (Iowa 2020).
Scott County State v. Wade Cortez Jones, No. 20-0117 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed August 18, 2021). The
defendant failed to show the Court relied on unproven or impermissible factors in sentencing him to
consecutive prison sentences.
Scott County State v. Wade Cortez Jones, No. 20-0117 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed August 18, 2021).
“Iowa Code section 814.7 [does] not preclude the review of an alleged prosecutorial breach of a plea
agreement[.]”
Scott County State v. Domonique Deshawn Parrow Sr., No. 20-1626 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed
August 18, 2021). Pursuant to Iowa Code sections 901.8 and 903.4, even if a defendant is sentenced to a
one year suspended sentence, that sentence should be committed to the department of corrections, not the
jail, if the defendant is “presently in the custody of the department of corrections” on a different conviction.
Warren County State v. Dan Eugene Schwabe, No. 20-0983 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed July 21, 2021).
Sufficient evidence the defendant’s vehicle crossed the center line in violation of Iowa Code section
321.297(1) despite the dash cam video being inconclusive: the offense occurred at night and in a low light
area; there was some distance between the defendant’s vehicle and the officer’s vehicle; not the greatest
resolution on the video; the officer testified the vehicle crossed the center lines multiple times and straddled
the line each time for approximately a block; and the officer’s real time narration of the observed violations
were audio recorded. Therefore, there was “probable cause and reasonable suspicion to initiate a traffic
stop[.]”
Warren County State v. Matthew David Daugharthy, No. 19-1333 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed August 18,
2021). A claim of ineffective assistance counsel is precluded on direct appeal under Iowa Code section
814.7 and therefore, is not “good cause” to appeal a guilty plea under section 814.6.
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Warren County State v. Morgan Alexander Shields, No. 19-1525 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed August 18,
2021). The defendant failed to file a motion in arrest of judgement after pleading guilty and failed to
establish “good cause” to appeal his guilty plea under Iowa Code section 814.6.
Warren County State v. Morgan Alexander Shields, No. 19-1525 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed August 18,
2021). Pursuant to Iowa Code section 814.7, a defendant cannot file a claim of ineffective assistance of
counsel on direct appeal.
Warren County State v. Ronald Michael Vansickle, No. 19-1930 (Iowa Court of Appeals, filed August 18,
2021). The defendant failed to show “good cause” to appeal his guilty plea pursuant to Iowa Code section
814.6 and the Court cannot hear “claims of ineffective assistance of counsel on direct appeal” pursuant to
section 814.7.
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Under a project approved by the Governor’s Traffic Safety Bureau (GTSB), in cooperation with the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA). The opinions, findings, and conclusions expressed in this publication are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the PATC, GTSB, NHTSA, or the Iowa Department of Justice.
This newsletter is intended to provide the reader with an update on new developments, including case law and statutory changes,
relating to traffic safety. Please discuss with your supervisor, legal counsel, and county attorney before changing your policies or
practices in reliance on anything, including cases, discussed in this newsletter.

Submissions and/or comments may be sent to:
Jeremy Peterson
Iowa Department of Justice
2nd Floor, Hoover State Office Building
Des Moines, IA 50319
Phone: 515-281-5428
E-mail: jeremy.peterson@ag.iowa.gov
All hyperlinks were last visited on September 27, 2021.
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Iowa’s Medical Cannabidiol Program: What Law Enforcement Needs to Know
In May 2017, the Medical Cannabidiol Act was signed into law. It is codified at Iowa Code Chapter 124E
and 641 IAC 154. Iowa’s licensed dispensaries began providing medical cannabidiol products to patients
on December 1, 2018. Iowa’s medical cannabidiol program authorizes the manufacture and sale of
products that contain both CBD and THC. In other words, it is a program that allows for the legal
manufacture and sale of medical cannabis products. Iowa law enforcement officers may encounter Iowa
residents who are patients or caregivers in this program who are legally in possession of products derived
from marijuana, containing THC. Additionally, officers may encounter residents from other states who are
legally in possession of medical cannabis products manufactured and sold in another state. The Iowa
Department of Public Health provides this educational document to assist law enforcement in
understanding Iowa’s program and the rights of program stakeholders.
What is the Iowa “Medical Cannabidiol Program?”
● Iowa’s medical cannabidiol program authorizes the manufacture and sale of products that
contain both CBD and THC. In other words, it is a program that allows for the legal
manufacture and sale of medical cannabis products. Products may be legally purchased,
and possessed by registered Iowa cardholders, and their caregivers. Medical cannabis
cardholders in other states are also allowed to possess medical cannabis products in
Iowa, provided that the products are in a form authorized by 641 IAC 154.14.
How do I identify a legally registered patient or caregiver?
● Iowa patients or caregivers are issued a “medical cannabidiol registration card” by the
Iowa Department of Public Health (pictured below):

●

Law enforcement officials who need to verify registration card validity may call the Bureau
of Medical Cannabidiol (BMC) Monday-Friday, 8:00am - 4:00pm at (515)-725-2076

What products can registered patients and caregivers legally possess?
● As codified in 641 IAC 154.14 Iowa patients or caregivers may possess THC-containing
cannabis or marijuana products in the following forms:
○ Vaporizable
○ Oral forms - tablets, capsules, liquids, tinctures and sublingual forms
○ Topical forms - gels, ointments, creams, lotions and transdermal patches
○ Nebulizable inhaled forms
○ Suppositories - rectal and vaginal
● Products in the forms listed above, are legal for possession by registered Iowa patients
and Iowa caregivers, regardless of where the products were manufactured. Individuals
who have a valid registration card, or its equivalent, issued under the laws of another
state are also allowed to possess products in the forms listed in 641 IAC 154.14,
however, out of state card holders are not permitted to purchase products from
dispensaries located in Iowa.
What products are illegal for registered patients and caregivers to possess?
● No flower (loose leaf, “joints,” etc.) or THC-infused edibles (“gummies,” chocolates, etc.)
are allowed.
What products can out-of-state patients with out-of-state registration cards possess?
● Persons with valid, out-of-state medical cannabis or marijuana registration cards may
also possess products in the forms listed above. See Iowa Code section 124E.18.
Is there a limit on the amount of product that a patient can possess?
● There is not a medical cannabidiol product quantity possession limit for registered
cardholders and caregivers.
Where are the medical cannabidiol licensees?
● Iowa’s manufacturers are located at:
○ MedPharm Iowa - 1953 E. Market St., Des Moines, IA 50317
○ Iowa Cannabis Company - 2727 Scott Blvd, Iowa City, IA 52240
● Iowa currently has three operational dispensaries, located at the following addresses:
○ MedPharm Iowa – 5700 Sunnybrook Drive, Sioux City, IA 51106
○ MedPharm Iowa – 7239 Apple Valley Drive, Windsor Heights, IA 50324
○ Iowa Cannabis Company – 1955 La Porte Road, Waterloo, IA 50702
○ Iowa Cannabis Company - 3615 9th Ave, Council Bluffs, IA 51501
○ Iowa Cannabis Company - 382 Highway 1 W, Iowa City, IA 52245

For any questions, the Bureau of Medical Cannabidiol can be reached by phone at 515-725-2076, or
email at medical.cannabidiol@idph.iowa.gov.
Additional information pertinent to law enforcement can be found on our website at:
idph.iowa.gov/omc/For-Law-Enforcement-and-Public-Safety

